MERE SCHOOL

Spelling Policy

The ability to spell easily enables an individumbecome a more effective writer. When spelling
becomes automatic, more thought can be put intd istveritten. The English Language is not a regula
language but is systematic and patterned. Leatnisgell is a process of working out such pattemnms$
applying them to new words. Learning to spellas just learning lists of words, but is a develophaé
process of learning to apply different strategigsrapriately.

Aims
* To enable children to write independently
e To encourage creativity and the use of more amistimcabulary
* To develop and teach children to use strategiesgelling confidently
» To enhance skills of proof reading
* To promote a positive, rather than a punitive apphao spelling

Teaching and Learning

Children will be offered a wide range of spellingigities to provide a stimulus for all learninylets.
They may take the form of:

* Whole class teaching

» Displays, word banks etc

» Games

» Dictionaries and thesaurus’ at an appropriate level
* Audio visual activities (Video, DVD, On-line)

» Writing experiences through play

Children are taught spelling as part of the Litgrelour and as part of a specifically focussed lesso

At KS1 spelling is part of the progression in leagphonics and therefore links closely to learrtimg
read. Young children are engaged in the follovantjvities on a regular basis: puzzles, gamesprsii
rhymes, creative work as well as looking at andimgihigh frequency words.

* Reception children will follow thdolly Phonics scheme, in conjunction witketters & Sounds.
(See Appx 1 foLetters & Sounds timetable))

* Yearsl & 2 will continue the use ablly Phonics where appropriate, and will also follow the
planned phases tEtters & Sounds.

At KS2 spelling forms a key part of the day whewrstrategies, letter strings, word families, roairds,
suffixes, prefixes, rules or word derivations areaduced, practised or revised. Opportunitiesggaren
for children to work in pairs and groups and tqes in a variety of ways.

* Lettersand Sounds where phonic knowledge is not embedded.

» KS2 children will followSupport for Soelling, andSpelling Made Easy at the discretion of the
class teacher.

» Spelling activities will be supplemented 8sarchlights for Spelling, which is available for years
2-6.

Children in both Key Stages are taught strategid®etp them to learn independentRrimarily, thisis
based on the use of phonics but is supplemented through learning by sightlagya and using the Look,
Say, Cover, Write, Check method.



Children also have individual writing journals, whicontain such things as high frequency words to
learn, aides-memoir of spelling conventions, sgiatefor independent learning, and personal sgellin
lists.

From Year 1, children are given weekly spellingtéetrn. This may be supplemented by regular
homework, which takes the form of a spelling inigegion or the study of particular words linked to
writing, dictation or similar words.

Assessment Recording and Reporting

All children will be assessed twice yearly using thernon Scheme. Children failing to make progress
will be highlighted and given appropriate support.

Children’s work is sensitively marked to enableaapects of their writing to be appraised, paradyl
the use of interesting vocabulary. Attention Wil drawn through marking to the mis-spelling ofrhig
frequency words or those most recently studied K&d&ing Policy) Up to 5 mis-spelled words can be
highlighted for the children to correct and learn.

Home/ School links

We recognise that parents have an active partaipiplall aspects of their children’s learning aadh
specifically help them to learn to spell.

Special Educational Needs

Some children may need more help to become a mgppetker than others. This is often the case with
children who have specific learning difficultied. variety of approaches will be used to supporgpess;
these include more individual time with their teachr classroom assistant, specific guidance in toow
learn spellings, more structured homework, andtgreavolvement of parents in supporting homework.
If necessary an Individual Education Plan will beeaduced and the Learning Support Service may be
consulted.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The standards and quality of the teaching and ileguorf spelling will be monitored in the following
ways:

* scrutiny of test results
* work sampling

* lesson observation

* pupil interviews

All teachers will be involved in monitoring and éwvating children’s progress. The Literacy Coordiima
and the Head Teacher will be responsible for atispects of monitoring and evaluation.
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Appendix 1

Letters and Sounds.

All timings of phases are approximate. They will begin and end when teacher assessment indicates
that thisisappropriate.

Children will be monitored through a tracking sh@étose not meeting targets and levels, met by the
majority of children, will be given added support.

Year R

Phase 1: Autumn term. Ongoing throughout Recepiieer.

Phase 2: Autumn term. Ongoing throughout Recepirer.
(Phases 1 & 2 to be taught along side eadar)oth

Phase 3: Summer term.

Year 1

Phase 3: Autumn term. Recap & assess.

Phase 4: Spring term.

Phase 5: Summer term.

Year 2

Phase 4. Autumn term. Recap & assess.

Phase 5: Spring term. Recap & assess.

Phase 6: Summer term.

Year 3

Phase 6: Ongoing throughout year as assessmecatesli



