MERE SCHOOL
Drug Policy

At Mere School we try to nurture a climate whelgapils will want to learn. Through the curricatuve
undertake to promote the spiritual, moral, cultunaéntal and physical development of all pupilswatschool to
prepare them for the opportunities, responsibiiiad experiences of adult life. We do this thiorainforcing
positive behaviour and providing a caring respdngee learning needs of the pupils. We recogthiaethough
drugs may not always be harmful, all carry the poéfor harm. Safety and effective managemeetefore
underpin both the school’'s drug education ancegponse to any incidents.

When dealing with young children it is imperatiyat should a drug related issue arise, every meoftsaff is
confident and able to follow an agreed practice.

The term ‘drug’ refers to illicit substances, prdsed and over the counter medicines, glue, tohaacohol, and
anything seen as potentially harmful to a child.

This policy has been written with reference toaraai guidelines and will be reviewed according o policy
review cycle or sooner if required. It will be rewed by the staff and observations from governmasents and

pupils.
Aims
» To safeguard the health and well-being of all muptlall times.

* To consider all drugs, legal, medicinal and illegiadl to respond constructively to the issues rdiged
their availability and use in society.

* To outline the aims and organisation of the scldoof) education programme.

School Drug Co-ordinator

It is our policy to have a named School Drug Cosmatbr, with an agreed task specification, which laé
reviewed in the light of experience. Our SchoalidpCo-ordinator will be Mrs Liz West. She will aad

the school’s central reference point for all mattedated to drugs. Principal functions will beot@rsee drug
education, attend to training and resourcing neamgyrdinate the school's management of situatiownslving
unauthorised drugs of any kind, and ensure adegoatenunication at all levels.

Drug Education

All pupils have an entitlement to drug educatiarmtigh the provision of the Science curriculum améuagh
PSHE and Citizenship. Our purpose is to give aipilp the knowledge, skills and attitudes to apiatecthe
benefits of a healthy lifestyle and to relate thestneir own actions both now and in their futlives.

There is an emphasis on building and maintainitfgesteem, and upon the unique value of each iddadi
pupil. We also aim to develop the confidence,gkits and the sense of personal responsibilitgauth pupil to
manage their own behaviour. We move progressiveiy a greater emphasis on protecting pupils’ gadethe
bottom of the school, to fostering their own resgible behaviour by the time they leave us.

Within the context of PSHE provision, our drug eahimn plans to provide opportunities for the pupils

» take responsibility.

» feel positive about themselves.

» participate.

* make real choices and decisions.
* meet and talk with people.



» develop relationships.
» consider some simple social and moral dilemmasgrfsom different aspects of life.
e ask for help.

Parental Involvement

Our school will aim to share responsibility for ta@ucation of pupils with parents, who will be kegormed
and involved through newsletters, awareness rasiegings and individual discussions when appragria

Support: Outside Speakers and Visitors

Our school works with the following agencies toyide relevant information and co-ordinated suppdgA
school drugs adviser, police liaison officer, sdhmagse, health promotion specialist, Wiltshire’'su® and
Alcohol Action Team. We are always careful to nége the role of visitors/speakers so that theirtgbution
fits our needs and they are clear of the schopfsa@ach to drug education. The class teachewigyal present
when visitors are working with our pupils.

Drugs on School Premises, Drug Incidents

The parents and pupils at Mere School are madecanfdhe school’s policy on alcohol, smoking, solg
illegal drugs and medicines.

Medicines
The school has a policy for the administration efdicines that must be followed for everyone’s safet
Medicines are not to be kept on the school preniagsupils except for the following:

» should any child need regular medicine for asthth@jnhalers are kept by the class teacher for the
children to administer themselves.

Alcohol

Alcohol is not permitted on the school premisebe Governors may grant special permission for socia
functions with parents, school fairs etc. Parerggors under the effects of alcohol will be askedeave the
premises and return at a later date for the safetye whole school.

Smoking

The school is a non smoking building at all times.

Illegal Drugs

All illegal drugs are forbidden on the school prees.

Solvents

The head teacher is responsible for the orderimaducts in the school to ensure they are solfreet-
wherever possible, and that potentially harmfulssaibces are stored safely. Children should nesreedn
direct contact with solvents in school. The clegrfiuids are under lock and key at all times.

Drug Incidents

We agree to a clear pathway in response to poleintig incidents on the premises.



The drug incidents can be either:

No o~ wWNPE

rumours of parents or pupils using drugs.

reports of parents or pupils using drugs.

use of drugs by pupils on school premises andeasal/day visits.
pupils bringing drugs into school.

drug dealing on school premises and in school ijcin

pupils disclosing about their drug use.

how medicines are be administered.

In the case of the above incidents reference wiliade to the advice given in the booklet ‘Dealiritp
Substance Related Incidents in Schools’ and outlinghe pathway in ‘Managing and Making Policy Brug-
Related Incidents in Schools’.

We will consider the following points in any plartheourse of action:

the management of a drug incident should normadlgdsordinated through the schools drug co-
ordinator and reported to the headteacher.

the headteacher will usually inform the police wiilksgal drugs are found on a pupil or on the pagj
although there is no legal obligation to do thiz] avith advice from the LEA Press Office and Legal
Department will handle any media involvement. Th& will be informed as soon as possible.

all drug incidents and responses must be recordbav24 hours.

any substances or drug paraphernalia such as dégtayringes will be handled and disposed of safely
and with due regard to the law.

the situation will be assessed and parents/carkngned as appropriate.

when talking with any pupil(s) about a drug relatezdent, the member of staff needs to be awaat th
the purpose is to confirm or reject suspicionsliegations sufficiently to decide on further actiamd
not to necessarily carry out a police investigation

the school’s response to a child who is involvethwlrugs is to balance with the needs of that cild
the health and safety of other pupils.

appropriate support will be provided — agreein@st@ral support programme, access to counselling,
taking disciplinary action involving external ag@was appropriate, ie social services, police.
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